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members of the Institute on four or 
five of the thirty-one subjects on the 
official list. These papers will be an
nounced later. 

The committee requests that all per
sons belonging to the American Insti
tute of Electrical Engineers who intend 
to join the Congress and take part in 
the proceedings at Turin, or who desire 
to prepare papers for transmission 
to the Congress, will communicate, 
either with one of the committee 
members, or with the Secretary of the 
Institute. It is desired to secure a 
complete list of all the Institute 
members who expect to attend the 
Congress. 

G e r m a n Bureau, for t n e U t i l i x a -
t i o n o f E l e c t r i c i t y 

About 80 representatives of the elec
trical industries in Germany, manu
facturers as well as central station men, 
met in Berlin, on January 28, 1911, and 
organized a Bureau for the Utilization 
of Electricity, the main object of which 
is to promote the use of electricity in all 
its applications. 

Berlin is the headquarters of the new 
society and Mr. Einar Wikander, a 
well known central station expert, has 
been chosen for manager. 

The address of the society is Ges-
chaeftsstatte fuer Elektricitaets Ver
wertung Potsdamer Str. 68, Berlin W57. 

V i s u a l S e n s a t i o n i n t h e 
A l t e r n a t i n g M a g n e t i c 

F i e i a 
BY A. H. BABCOCK 

On page 80 of the March PROCEED
INGS there is an account by Dr. J. B. 
Whitehead on " Visual Sensation in the 
Alternating Magnetic Field ", in which 
he states that the report is interesting 
chiefly because there has apparently 
been no other observation of an in
fluence of a magnetic field on human 
sensation. In 1897, however, while ex
perimenting with some choke coils 
with large leakage connected across the 
receiving end of one of the first long 
distance high tension lines placed in 

operation in Central California, a very 
marked sensation of flickering light was 
noticed whenever the writer's head was 
moved through the leakage field. The 
matter was reported to the late Dr. 
F. A. C. Perrine and was investigated 
by him, though, if recollections of that 
occurrence are correct, he was practi
cally the only one experimenting who 
did not corroborate the observations 
of the others. At this date no record 
can be found of any publication of these 
tests, though Mr. F. G." Baum confirms 
the writer's recollections of the experi
ments. The reactance used was 150 kw., 
Stanley transformer of the vertical core 
type, in which the iron circuit was 
opened sufficiently to produce practi
cally full load current when the 2,200-
volt coils of the transformer were con
nected across the station bus bars and 
the high tension coils left open-circuited. 

M o r e A n t i - D e c e l e r a t i o n 
BY C. O. MAILLOUX 

In the PROCEEDINGS for March, 1911, 
on pages 82 to 84, I find two com
munications which seek to justify 
the barbarisms " decelerate " and " de
celeration ". These two articles, in 
my opinion, fail completely either to 
remove or to excuse the objections given 
in my article in the February number 
(pp. 44-46). 

According to Dr. Steinmetz, the 
justification for these two words de
pends upon the answer to three ques
tions which are, substantially, the fol
lowing: (1), whether new words are 
permissible; (2) whether these words 
are needed; (3) whether their derivation 
is correct. 

If we are to discuss fundamentals, 
let us include them all. The discussion 
has, in reality, much deeper founda
tions than those specified by Dr. Stein
metz. He has, indeed, forgotten to in
clude and discuss the underlying and 
most important questions, which are: 

A. Whether language is subject to 
any laws or conventions, or precedents, 
in regard to its formation and growth. 


